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Thursday, November 7, 2019
“From Neglect to Honor: A Restoration Story”

Don Taylor, EdD

Thursday, November 14, 2019
“Not all those who wander are lost.” (J.R.R. Tolkien)

Don Zingale, PhD
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Olivia Albiero, PhD
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No luncheon in deference to Thanksgiving.

This month’s programs arranged by Don Zingale.
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Thursday, November 7 2019
“From Neglect to Honor: A Restoration Story”
Don Taylor, EdD

In 2003, Don acquired a 38-foot wooden sailboat lying derelict 
in a South bay Marina, and began a restoration project that 
continues through today. This presentation will tell a brief 
story of this Farallone Clipper’s history since its construction 
in the Stephens boat Yard in Stockton, and Don’s efforts to 
restore this once elegant racing yacht to its rightful place at 
the front of the fleet in San Francisco bay. Christened VIP at 
its launching in 1949, she enjoyed a storied history of racing 
under a number of owners and names, before falling on hard 
times. In order to make VIP seaworthy, Don and a cadre of friends and skilled shipwrights 
from Keefe Kaplan Maritime in Richmond installed 30 laminated frames, four oak floors, and 
a new purple heart horn timber. before receiving new paint, she was hand faired with long 
boards, and the seams reefed and new cotton tapped in place with traditional wooden mal-
lets and caulking irons. The spruce mast and teak deck were in shambles, and required new 
splines, bronze screws, and about 2000 teak plugs. And then the varnishing began and contin-
ues each spring and fall. VIP is not only one of the prettiest wooden yachts on the bay, she is 
also fast. She has taken line honors in seven of the last nine Jessica Cup Regattas, and numer-
ous Master Mariner Farallone Clipper championships. The wooden boat racing competition 
continues to strengthen as other Farallone Clippers are restored and appear on the starting 
line each year. Always looking for crew—come join us—and bring your varnishing brush!

Don Taylor received a bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry from the University of Illinois 
in 1972, a Master of Science in Environmental Education from California State University 
Hayward in 1978, and a Doctorate of Education in Counseling and Educational Psychology 
from the University of San Francisco in 1990. He joined the faculty at San Francisco State 
University in 1978 and taught park management and outdoor recreation programming in the 
Recreation and Leisure Studies Department for 25 years. In 2004, he was appointed Dean of 
the College of Health and Social Sciences at San Francisco State, retiring in June 2014. 

An avid outdoor adventurer, Don climbed many of the technical rock routes in Yosemite val-
ley and other climbing venues in California, and summited the highest peaks in western North 
America including Denali in Alaska. He has raced sailboats on the waters of San Francisco 
bay, buenos Aires, Puerto vallarta, San Diego, Lake Tahoe, and Halifax, Nova Scotia. In 
July 2013, he crewed on a 50-foot sailboat in the TransPac, an ocean race from Los Angeles to  
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Hawaii. In the summers of 2014, 2015, and 2016, he and his wife Angela cruised the coastal  
waters of Maine, and in May 2017, set sail from the chilly bays of New England for the warmer 
waters of the Caribbean Sea. Their 42-foot sailboat is currently in Grenada, which provided 
a homebase to sail the pristine waters of the Grenadines this past summer. Don and Angela, a 
Professor of Literature at San Francisco State, live in Point Richmond, California, and enjoy 
an active life of skiing, bicycling, hiking, sailing and socializing with friends and family. 
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Thursday, November 14, 201
“Not all those who wander are lost.” (J.R.R. Tolkien)
Don Zingale, PhD

From his summers at sea aboard the Training Ship Golden Bear 
(while vice President at The California Maritime Academy),  
Dr. Zingale found his interest in small yacht sailing expand to mer-
chant marine ships—so much so that ocean cruising has become 
a focal point of his post-retirement travel. Fortunately, his spouse 
Lydia shares that passion. Together, their cruise travel over the past 
five years has spanned more than forty countries and included more 
than 200 total nights aboard all six ships of Oceania Cruise Lines. 
And, with six future cruises already planned through 2021, you 
might say that Lydia and Don are very fond of the cruising lifestyle.

What is it about cruising that has captured their hearts, minds (and wallets)? Why this single 
cruise line? Is cruising for you? How does one pursue/incorporate the cruising lifestyle in an 
efficacious manner? Join with Don as he presents a primer for ocean cruising, which should 
serve useful for both new and experienced cruisers.

Most of Don Zingale’s 40+-year professional career was spent on multiple campuses of the 
California State University (CSU) including the founding deanship of the College of Health &  
Human Services at San Francisco State University and vice President for Academic Affairs 
at the California Maritime Academy. Post-CSU retirement, Don also served for several addi-
tional years as the president of the State University of New York at Cobleskill. 

At SFSU, Don’s portfolio was most noteworthy for the transformational startup of a new  
college, including administrative reorganization and the introduction of complex commu-
nity partnerships. At Cal Maritime, his vice presidency catalyzed a graduate program and  
expanded sponsored projects. Under his leadership, both of these campuses enjoyed a signifi-
cant rise in academic peer rankings. As president of SUNY Cobleskill, he was the prime mover 
in establishing the college’s international presence while building its capacity for self-support. 

Dr. Zingale has been the principal investigator or executor of numerous grants, contracts and 
capital projects with external support nearing $100 million. He has held appointments to the 
Police Commission of Richmond, CA and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco 
board of Education. He was a principal in the establishment of San Francisco’s Lake Mer-
ced Task Force and in the development of a multi-agency proposal for an aquatics center on  
San Francico bay.
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The first in his brooklyn family to have attended college, Don Zingale earned a bS in health  
and physical education from brooklyn College and a MS in physical education from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts, Amherst. At Ohio State University, Zingale earned a PhD in physical 
education. And, while a professor at CSU Sacramento, he completed an MSW program there.

Thursday, November  21, 2019
“Promoting Italian Language and Culture across Generations of Learners:  
The Italian Program at San Francisco State University”
Olivia Albiero, PhD

Dr. Olivia Albiero is Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Modern Languages and Literatures at San Francisco 
State University. She will introduce Il Cenacolo members 
to the comprehensive Italian Program at SFSU (one of the 
very few collegiate degree programs still remaining in 
Northern California). Olivia’s discussion will focus on the 
opportunities it offers to students and learners interested 
in engaging with the study of Italian language, literature, 
and culture both on campus and abroad. Dr. Albiero will 
also share the challenges facing the study of Italian in the 
United States.

Originally from vicenza, Italy, Dr. Olivia Albiero studied 
Modern Languages, Literatures, and Cultures at the University of Padua before moving to Se-
attle, where she received her MA and PhD in Germanics from the University of Washington. 
Since Fall 2016, she has been Assistant Professor in the Department of Modern Languages 
and Literatures at SFSU, where she teaches in both the Italian and German Programs. Dr. 
Albiero’s courses range from Italian and German language at different levels, to Italian cul-
ture and civilization, Italian film, and Postwar and contemporary German Literature and 
Culture. She recently taught a new course titled “Italian Food for Thought: The Importance 
of Food in Italian Culture.” 

Her research primarily focuses on contemporary German-language literature, comics, and 
graphic novels. She is particularly interested in how literary and graphic works capture  
moments of rupture, especially when storytelling is tied to experiences of mobility or lack 
thereof. 
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Cenacolisti:

The autumnal colors are all out in their splendor—I am 
writing you now from Tahoe—it is a good time to be up 
here in the Sierra-Nevadas where we have crisp, clear 
weather and thin crowds!

Thanks to our Treasurer and former President Ron Deren-
zi for an interesting slate of October Thursday speakers. 
Looking forward to the offerings of board Member Don 

Zingale which promise to be another feast of erudition! Do attend these noon repasts at the San 
Francisco Italian Athletic Club—good food, plenty of wine, interesting speakers and memora-
ble camaraderie with fellow Cenacolisti and their guests. Please make the effort also to invite 
your friends to dine with us and become acquainted with our Italian Cultural Club and what 
we have to offer. Our web site www.ilcenacolosf.org is a great segue into what we are all about. 
Note that with Thanksgiving and the Holidays, we will only have a total of six Il Cenacolo 
Thursday Luncheons during November and December.

Speaking about November and December, we have three of our favorite festivities coming up:

• Our annual Italian “Dinner & a Film (see following page): “Put Grandma in the Freezer” 
on the evening of Saturday Nov 2nd at the Marin Civic Center. Call our vice-President David 
Cobb (707) 888-2311: only a few tickets left!

• Our annual Christmas Gala set for Sunday, December 15th at the Saint Francis Yacht Club. 
This year we will be honoring our former President and board Member Chuck Stagliano for 
all that he has contributed to our Cultural Club and Community. As in the past, this will prove 
to be a memorable and enjoyable banquet in a festive setting. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
celebrate Chuck and our Holiday Season with your significant friends and relatives.

Finally, reminding you to also plan to take your spouses, significant others and friends to our 
special Thursday, December 19th luncheon at the SFIAC—during which the Merrie Olde 
Christmas Carolers will be entertaining us as they have in the past, a special prelude to the 
holidays, and a perfect introduction to the Il Cenacolo gang! (See page 8).

Signing off and wishing all of you a Buon Giorno del Reingraziamento, 
DTG         
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DINNER & A FILM 
AN EVENING WITH IL CENACOLO 
at the Marin Italian Film Festival

Saturday, November 2, 2019

Il Cenacolo has purchased a block of 35 tickets for an Italian film  
comedy presented at the Marin Civic Center Showcase Theater

Saturday, November 2, 2019, 7:30 pm

Put Grandma in the Freezer (Metti la Nonna in Freezer) 

Mette la Nonna is part of the 43rd season of the Marin Italian Film Festival.  
Simone falls hopelessly in love with Claudia, a young art restorer, who manag-
es to make ends meet thanks to her grandmother’s retirement checks. But when 
grandma suddenly dies, in order to continue receiving checks, Claudia, with some 
help, hides the body in a freezer and sets up a fraud to avoid bankruptcy. Ingenious 
deceptions, disguises and misunderstandings ensue in this irreverent comedy. 

dinner
This year we have again reserved a small private room at La Toscana Restaurant 
for a 5 pm dinner before the show. The room seats only 14, so it’s “first come, first 
served.” Please bring sufficient cash to dinner as the private room check has to go 
on one card. Additional seats will be available elsewhere in the restaurant for any 
overflow for dinner.

movie tickets @ $19
Contact David Cobb: 707-888-2311 or david@cobbwines.com. He will mail them 
to you, or meet you before the event on November 2. Please indicate if you want to  
attend the early dinner.

directions
The Showcase Theatre is on the grounds of the Marin Civic Center located right 
off Hwy 101 north of San Rafael. Take the San Pedro Road exit and follow signs to 
the Center. At the Center take “Avenue of the Flags” just to the north of the Center 
around to the Showcase Theater and signage to the Italian Film event.

+
Il Cenacolo at the the Marin Italian Film Festival
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The Merrie Olde Christmas Carolers

The Merrie Olde Christmas Carolers have been entertaining and amusing  
audiences in the Bay area for over 40 years, and have appeared on local television 
and radio programs. A truly unique caroling group, the Merrie Olde Christmas 
Carolers are professional singers, members of the San Francisco Opera Chorus, 

and featured artists from other opera and theatre companies throughout the 
greater Bay Area. Costumed in Dickensian attire, the Merrie Olde Christmas  

Carolers is the only group in the Bay Area presenting new arrangements of carols 
and songs, as well as the beloved and familiar traditional carols. The quartet is  
accompanied by the merry sounds of cymbals, tambourines and kazoos. Any 

celebration featuring this outstanding group of performers will be spirited, festive 
and fun.
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2019 Christmas Gala
Honoring our Man of tHe Year

Chuck Stagliano 

r r r

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

St. Francis Yacht Club
Northwest & Golden Gate Rooms
On the Marina / 99 Yacht Road

San Francisco, CA 94123

You can register on our website Here:
Https://ilcenacolosf.org/cHristMas-gala/
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NeW members

This month we welcome:

eugeNe maNN, San Francisco; sponsored by Marv Pheffer.

Retired, self-employed management consultant. bA City University of New York. 
MbA Wharton Graduate School of business, University of Pennsylvania.

“Il Cenacolo is an interesting and musically-oriented group of socially agreeable people. 
Luncheons most pleasant with good food and interesting speakers.”

raymoNd r. isola, San Francisco; sponsored by Gianfranco Savio.

EdD University of San Francisco (International & Multicultural Education) 
EdM California State University, Sacramento (Education Administration)

School Principal, San Francisco Unified School District.

“I would like to learn and contribute to various types of gatherings through 
Il Cenacolo that enrich understanding of art, music, language and Italian culture.”

If you wish to sponsor a prospective member to Il Cenacolo, 
please contact:

Ron Fenolio
510-459-5115

ron@veedercrestwines.com

He will take it from there!
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viTTorio emaNuele orlaNdo 
(1860-1952)

This month’s essay deals with one of the most important Italian politicians and legislators in the 
20th century. He was Prime Minister of Italy during the concluding years of World War I, and 
was called the “Premier of Victory” for defeating the Central Powers, along with the Entente, in 
the war. As a member of the victorious coalition, he was one of the Big Four at the Paris Peace 
Conference following the war (January–June, 1919). He was also a famous constitutional law 
professor, who wrote a number of important books and over a hundred scholarly articles on ju-
risprudence during the times he was not serving in public office.

viTTorio emaNuele orlaNdo was born in Palermo, Sicily in 
the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies on May 19, 1860. Like so many 
famous people born in the 19th and early 20th centuries in  
Sicily, not much is known about his early life. We do know 
that his father was a landed gentleman and a lawyer, and that  
vittorio was born into a family of prominent lawyers. His  
father delayed venturing out to register his son’s birth out of 
fear of Giuseppe Garibaldi’s 1,000 patriots (called I Mille) who 
had landed in Sicily from Genoa on the first leg of their march 
to achieve the Risorgimento. We also know that he was an ex-
cellent student in his early education and that he received a 
gold medal for his first-grade scholarship.

He followed in his ancestors’ footsteps by enrolling at the University of Palermo to study law in 
1877. In 1888, he produced his first literary work, a study of Prometheus and the development 
of myths. This was followed by studies in anthropology and in the positivistic philosophy of 
Herbert Spencer, which was popular at the time. He received his law degree in 1881 with the 
highest honors awarded by the University. 

In 1882 and 1883, he published two studies on parliamentary government and electoral reform. 
These allowed him to develop and articulate his Liberal political ideas that would become the 
hallmark of his later political career. In 1882, he became the Professor of Constitutional Law 
at the University of Modena, the youngest person in Italy to hold such a prestigious position. 
In 1885, he returned to Sicily where he became a professor at the University of Messina and, 
soon after, at the University of Palermo. During this period, he published important textbooks 
and studies on constitutional law, and in 1890 he founded a prestigious journal on public law, 
Rivista di Diritto Pubblico (Journal of Public Law).
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Following what seemed to be a natural transition, Orlando was elected to the Camera dei 
Deputati (Chamber of Deputies) in 1897, representing the district of Partinico, which was an 
agricultural district outside of Palermo. (He was elected continuously to this position until 
1925, upon his first retirement from politics). At the time of his election, no one in the South 
could be elected to the Chamber without the support of the Mafia. Orlando was no exception. 
Since the Mafia at this time respected “men of culture” more than they did later, and Orlando 
had made such a name for himself as a potent intellectual liberal force, his compromises with 
the Mafia were minimal. He moved to Rome in order to avoid, as much as possible, the moral 
ambiguities that were rampant in his native Palermo. While he was in Rome, he was appointed 
to the Chair of Public Law at the University of Rome.

In the Chamber, Orlando’s liberalism manifested itself through all his 
political activities. He came to the attention of the liberal statesman 
Giovanni Giolitti (1842-1928) (right), who dominated Italian politics 
after 1901, serving as Prime Minister of Italy five times between 1892 
and 1921. Orlando served in Giolitti’s cabinets as Minister of Educa-
tion (1903-1905) and Minister of Justice (1907-1909). During this pe-
riod, Orlando supported liberal legislation, judicial independence, rec-
onciliation with the Church, and civil rights. These positions solidified 
his reputation as a Liberal leader in the Chamber.

Orlando’s parliamentary career illustrates a certain tendency in Italian politics that is worth 
noting. Since the unification of Italy in the 1860s, there had been a marked tendency for  
middle-class and intellectual southern Italians to seek an outlet for their ambitions in na-
tional government service. Throughout this time, the rural and impoverished southern Italy 
(referred to as the Mezzogiorno region), offered very few opportunities for its educated elite 
to rise in stature and power. Thus, the despised Sicilian or Calabrese politician, once he was  
established in Italian politics and society in Rome, might wish to submerge his southern iden-
tity and seek to prove himself more “national” in outlook than his northern colleagues. So, 
when Orlando went to the Chamber of Deputies in 1897, he was following, and would continue 
to follow, a well-trodden path for legislators from southern Italy.

At the start of World War I in August, 1914, Italy declared its neutrality. Orlando supported 
the policy, but later embraced Italy’s participation in the war. Prior to the outbreak of the war, 
he was asked by Antonio Salandra, who replaced the neutralist Giolitti as Prime Minister on 
March 21, 1914, to become Minister of Justice for a second time. He was tasked with preparing 
the legislation that would be necessary to govern Italy during wartime. The new laws that he 
drafted and pushed through the Chamber of Deputies allowed the state to invoke extraordi-
nary draconian powers, but Orlando pledged to protect civil rights during the conflict.
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During the period of Italian neutrality (August 2, 1914–May 23, 
1915), debates between neutralists and interventionists shook the 
country. After intervention, supporters of the war demanded gov-
ernment repression of antiwar activists, especially socialists and 
Catholics. Italian Catholics had originally opposed intervention, 
but later accepted the war. They came under attack because of the 
activities of Pope benedict Xv (right) in favor of peace. Orlando 
allowed antiwar activists to conduct their activities and protected 
the Church’s independence, which had been established under 
the Law of Guarantees adopted by the new Italian government on 
May 13, 1871 as part of the relationship between State and Church 
following the successful Risorgimento.

Italy’s military commanders strongly opposed Orlando’s policies. In May 1916, an Austrian 
offensive produced a request from the army head, Marshal of Italy Luigi Cadorna, for more 
troops, and this unleashed a vigorous debate in the Chamber over the question of civilian 
control of the military. This ultimately resulted in Salandra’s fall and brought the more pli-
able Paolo boselli to power as Prime Minister on June 18, 1916 at the head of a “national 
unity” cabinet that represented a coalition of major political factions. Orlando joined boselli’s 
government as Minister of the Interior and the representative of the “Left Liberals.”  In this 
position, he continued his policies of protecting Church independence and opposing attempts 
to suppress freedom of speech, press and association. All of these policies made him a prime  
target of attack by nationalists and the army, who believed that these freedoms damaged  
Italy’s war effort.

In the spring of 1917, the Austrians took 6,500 Italian prisoners in a military counteroffensive 
that left the Italians reeling. General Cadorna, the head of the army, blamed Orlando and the 
antiwar activities in Orlando’s native Sicily, especially charging that Sicilians had been in-
volved in draft-dodging. Cadorna tightened disciplinary measures in the army and demanded 
immediate government action to suppress domestic subversives. Orlando charged the Minister 
of War, General Gaetano Giardino, with threatening to occupy the Minister of Interior’s (i.e. 
Orlando’s) office, and rumors of a military coup were rife. At a cabinet meeting on September 
28, 1917, Orlando responded by denouncing Gen. Cadorna’s allegations and thus forcing him 
to back down.

On October 24, 1917, an Austro-German offensive at Caporetto produced major Italian losses, 
but resistance on the Piave River thwarted the enemy objective of knocking Italy out of the 
war. This ignominious defeat damaged Italy’s military reputation and forced boselli’s resigna-
tion and replacement as Prime Minister by Orlando, who secured a pledge from the king to 
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fire Cadorna. The new Prime Minister had become a strong supporter of Italy’s entry in the 
war, and he now established a patriotic national front government, the Unione Sacra (Sacred 
Union) to govern the country.

Orlando’s first act as Prime Minister was to fire General Lu-
igi Cadorna and appoint the well-respected General Armando 
Diaz (left) in his place. He then reasserted civilian control over 
military affairs, which Cadorna had always resisted. His gov-
ernment instituted new policies, which were enforced by Diaz 
that treated Italian troops less harshly and instilled a more 
efficient military system over the army. The Ministero per 
l’Assistenza Militare e le Pensioni di Guerra (Ministry for Mili-
tary Assistance and War Pensions) was established, soldiers 
received new life insurance policies to help their families in 
case of their deaths, more funding was put into propaganda ef-
forts aimed at glorifying the common soldier, and annual paid 
leave was increased from 15 to 25 days. On his own initiative, 
Diaz also softened the harsh discipline that had been practiced 
by Cadorna, increased rations, and adopted more modern mil-

itary tactics that had been observed on the Western Front. All of these had the net effect of 
greatly increasing the formerly-crumbling army’s morale.

Orlando’s liberal policies won him support from Catholics and the most influential social-
ist leaders as well as popular support from the general population for the military effort. He 
addressed the grievances of the country’s different social groups. For example, he increased 
the number of military exemptions for peasants in response to criticism by southern peasants 
who resented serving disproportionately in the armed forces as compared to northern indus-
trial workers. His government pledged land reform after the conflict ended, and it established 
a new National veterans’ Organization and a fund to buy up land for allocation to return-
ing war veterans. All of these successfully reconstituted national morale after the disaster 
of Caporetto, with Orlando even publicly pledging to retreat to “my Sicily” if necessary and 
resist the Austrian invaders from there, although he was also assured that there would be no 
military collapse to require this extreme action. 

Under Orlando’s support, the army recovered from the Caporetto defeat and went on the  
offensive. At the battle of vittorio veneto (October 24–November 3, 1918) the Italians finally 
routed the Austrian forces and ended the war on the Italian Front a full week before the armi-
stice on the Western Front (November 11, 1918).
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The paris peace coNfereNce aNd The TreaTy of versailles

Soon after World War I had begun, Italy entered into a secret treaty with the Allies. Great brit-
ain, France, and Russia signed with Italy, the Treaty of London (1915). This was an agreement 
to bring Italy, from its neutral position, into the war on the side of the Allies. The main lure 
was a promise of large swaths of Austria-Hungary to the north of Italy and to the east across 
the Adriatic Sea. britain also promised to fund Italy. Italy agreed to abandon its 9-month neu-
trality and entered the war the next month, after the ratification of the treaty.

Orlando was one of the big Four, the main Allied leaders and participants at the Paris Peace 
Conference in 1919, along with United States President Woodrow Wilson, French Prime Min-
ister Georges Clemenceau and britain’s Prime Minister David Lloyd George. Although as 
Prime Minister, he was the head of the Italian delegation, Orlando’s inability to speak English 
and his weak political position at home allowed the conservative Italian foreign minister, the 

half-Welsh Sidney Sonnino, to play a dominant role 
and to alienate the other three leaders because of his 
intransigence and unwillingness to compromise. (One 
thing Orlando felt he did proudly accomplish at the 
Conference was his support for the Racial Equality 
Proposal that was introduced by Japan).

At the Conference, Lloyd George and Clemenceau 
refused to honor the London Treaty. Orlando’s and 
Sonnino’s differences proved to be disastrous dur-
ing the negotiations to try to get the treaty provisions 
fulfilled. Orlando was prepared to renounce territo-
rial claims for Dalmatia in order to annex Fiume (or 
Rijeka, the Croatian name), the principal seaport on 
the Adriatic Sea, while Sonnino was not prepared to 
give up Dalmatia for anything. Italy ended up claim-
ing both and receiving neither, running up against 
Wilson’s policy of national self-determination and his 
abhorrence of secret treaties. 

Orlando dramatically left the conference early in April, 1919. He returned briefly the follow-
ing month, but was forced to resign as Prime Minister on June 19, 1919, just days before the 
signing of the resultant Treaty of versailles (June 28, 1919). The fact he was not a signatory to 
the treaty became a point of pride for him later in his life as the Treaty and its League of Na-
tions began to fall apart. French Prime Minister Clemenceau dubbed him “The Weeper,” and 

vERSAILLES PEACE CONFERENCE, 
Paris, 1919. 

From left: Georges Clemenceau, French PM, 
David-Lloyd George, British PM,  

Vittorio Orlando, Italian PM.  
(Photo Bain News Service)
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Orlando himself recalled proudly: “When ... I knew they would not give us [i.e. Italy] what we 
were entitled to [under the terms of the London Treaty] ... I writhed on the floor. I knocked 
my head against the wall. I cried. I wanted to die.” (Not honoring the Treaty of London gave 
rise to a belief in a so-called “vittoria mutilate” [mutilated victory] within Italy. This played a 
role in determining Italian expansion between the two world wars. It also fueled the rhetoric 
of Italian policy to win back territories that had been previously lost to Italy, including those 
that had been promised in the Treaty of London but denied to it at the Paris Peace Conference. 
It became an important component of Italian nationalism before World War II and was a key 
point in the rise of Fascism in Italy).

years folloWiNg The TreaTy of versailles

Even though Orlando was no longer Prime Minister, he remained in the Chamber of  
Deputies and was elected “President of the Chamber” on December 2, 1919. In so doing, this 
became illustrative of a more problematic political tendency than the movement of southern 

Italians into national administration. This was the tendency of 
a large number of conservative and center politicians, including  
Orlando, to look favorably upon the posturing of benito  
Mussolini (left) and his blackshirts during the wave of labor 
unrest that swept post-war Italy. These politicians, whose 
fears were heightened by the rise of bolshevism and the Third  
International, succumbed to Mussolini’s propaganda that the 
“emergency” warranted the formation of a “strong” govern-
ment that would crack down hard on labor and the Left. Mus-
solini, as Il Duce, seized power in 1922. 

When it was revealed that Mussolini had ordered the murder 
of the Socialist deputy, Giacomo Matteotti, in 1924, Orlando withdrew his support for Il Duce 
and went over into opposition to Fascism. In Sicily he attempted to mobilize electoral opposi-
tion to Mussolini. However, the elections were easily rigged by the Fascists and there were soon 
no meaningful elections to contest. Orlando then resigned from Parliament in 1925, protesting 
Fascist electoral fraud.

He returned to his position of the Chair of Public Law at the University of Rome, a position 
from which he resigned in 1931, when he refused to take a required loyalty oath to Fascism. 
He stayed away from politics until 1935, when Mussolini’s march into Ethiopia stirred his 
nationalism. He reappeared very briefly in the political spotlight when he wrote Mussolini a 
supportive letter for this action. but, other than this, he continued to stay away from politics.
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In 1944, he made something of a political comeback. With the fall of Mussolini and liberation 
of Rome, Orlando became the leader of the National Democratic Union. He was elected Speak-
er of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, where he served until 1946, when the Chamber was 
officially dissolved. In June, 1946 he was elected to the newly formed Constituent Assembly of 
Italy and served as its President, working with other politicians on a constitution to shape Italy 
into a republic. He resigned from the Assembly in 1947 because of his objections to the peace 
treaty. In 1948 he was nominated Senator for Life and elected to the newly-formed Italian  
Senate, and in the same year was a candidate for the President of the Republic (a position 
elected by Parliament), but was defeated by Luigi Einaudi. 

He returned to his teaching position at the University of Rome and his publishing activities 
soon after this defeat, and died a few years later in Rome on December 1, 1952 at the age of 92.
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