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Salve a Tutti!

First, my thanks to Past President David Giannini for his mentorship 
while I was his Vice-President during the past two years. His example 
of calm, organized, wise leadership gave me the confidence that, while 
I can’t fill his shoes, I can certainly follow in his footsteps to work with 
the Board and Members to keep the Il Cenacolo boat on course through 
the turbulent waters of current events to the calm seas beyond.  I would 
also like to welcome our new Board members: Alex Kugushev (our new 

VP), Keyvan Tabari, Joseph Baldelli, John Shook, and Marc Pasquini; and thanks to current 
Board member Eugene Lanzone who has stepped up to become Club Secretary.

An early casualty of the COVID-19 restrictions was our Thursday Speaker luncheon at the San 
Francisco Italian Athletic Club which is shut down temporarily during the crisis. Zoom came 
to our rescue and without missing a meeting we have held virtual Thursday gatherings with 
speakers since early May. These meetings are attended by more members than ever were able 
to be at SFIAC in person, including many far from the Bay area. Also, this technology allowed, 
for example, renowned author, explorer and professor Dr. Margie Winslow to present from 
her home in New york a beautifully illustrated story of her geological research in Patagonia. 
As you can see, Zoom opens opportunities for future speakers from around the united States 
and beyond! We all of course miss the conviviality of our personal gatherings. But for the 
duration it will help keep us together in spirit. Traditionally we have taken a summer break 
from our speaker series during August and the first half of September. Although the in-person 
speaker lunches are scheduled to resume September 17, this may be too soon for safety. The 
Board will evaluate this date as the summer passes.  In any case, plan on at least seeing your 
compatrioti on Zoom.

The September Opera Outing must be postponed until next Spring. This for the obvious 
reasons of personal safety, but also because cancellation of the San Francisco opera season in 
its entirety made it unlikely we could schedule singers for a fall event—many performers are 
spread far and wide to stay employed in their profession. The Christmas Gala is still scheduled 
for December but will possibly be cancelled for this season as well. These two popular events 
always required a modest Club subsidy of their costs to maintain their quality and ambiance. 
Without this expense now, the annual dues this year can be reduced for all categories. Also, 
when you send in your dues this year, please take a moment to send in any comments to the 
Board regarding how we can better serve Il Cenacolo.  (Dues request coming soon.)

In these times of isolation from the many cultural and entertainment opportunities, I want to 
remind you of the classes available through the  Fromm Institute for Lifetime Learning of the 
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from the desk of the president                   continued

university of San Francisco. The Institute offers “non-credit courses with no assignments or 
grades for adults age 50 and over with no other objective than the love of learning.”  The cost 
of these courses are modest or free, and I recommend you check out this opportunity.
This year Il Cenacolo initiated our first grants for students interested and engaged in pursuing 
studies related to Italian arts and culture.  We joined the Italian American Heritage Foundation 
in San Jose in this effort. IAHF has provided study grants to high school students for many 
years and has a well-organized program to recruit and select outstanding Bay Area candidates. 
Il Cenacolo will select from among deserving students, but the administration of this rather 
complicated endeavor will be handled for us gratis by IAHF. Although, for administrative 
reasons, these Il Cenacolo grants went to two high school students this year, future Il Cenacolo 
awards will be for graduate students pursuing studies in Italian language, arts, and culture. 
One of the $2000 grants was from Il Cenacolo funds; the second $2000 Il Cenacolo grant was 
made possible by a gift from Board Member Alex Rynecki.

The first grant went to Sara Sandri of Archbishop Mitty High School in San Jose. Sara’s parents 
both emigrated from Italy and she has spent most summers of her life with relatives in Milan 
and Raldon in Tuscany. Sara will be entering uCLA as a pre-med student this fall. The second 
grant went to Vittorio Pastore, graduating from Los Gatos High School and off to Virginia 
Tech to study automotive engineering. His childhood passion for automotive design continued 
with a summer auto design internship in Italy in 2019. After graduation from Virginia Tech he 
intends to continue his engineering studies in Italy in the automotive industry. 

During the current turbulence it is natural to focus on family and tribe, while at the same 
time feeling renewed concern for others in our society demanding attention and equality. 
Nevertheless, do not forget the extended family of your fellow Cenocolisti. We all can use 
mutual support during these concerning, troublesome, and distracting times. Please set time 
aside to join our Thursday Zoom gatherings and keep in touch. you will see faces smiling 
at you, some of which you have not seen for years—maybe even decades! It helps ease our 
isolation and just feels good. If Zoom is new for you, please contact me at ayrtoncobb@gmail.
com or 707-888-2311 so I can help you join these virtual gatherings. It is pretty easy—a month 
or so ago I did not know what Zoom was, but now feel sufficiently comfortable with it to give 
you a hand. Also, use my contact info with any suggestions for Il Cenacolo you would like to 
discuss personally or be forwarded to the Board for discussion.

A presto,
David Cobb
President
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Thursday, July 9, 2020
The Fourth of July Should be a Time for Reflection and Remembrance:
Key Dates & Events of the American Revolution 
Ken Sproul

The Fourth of July 1776 is often called “America’s  
Birthday” as if signing the Declaration of Independence 
was somehow all that was needed for the new united 
States to begin.

Those men who signed for the 13 colonies knew truly that 
what they were doing was tantamount to signing their own 
death warrants. A disparate group of semi-independent 
states, each with their own specific issues and needs, were 
somehow going to defeat the world’s mightiest empire in 
some sort of coalition they would form as they went along. 
Six and one half years later was the real birthday date, 
when the Treaty of Paris was signed in 1782, but what 
was born needed to be re-invented. A government under 
the Articles of Confederation could not build a nation. 
Only with the adoption of the Constitution in 1788 was 
the united States made a reality.

The history of the American Revolution, the events that preceded it, the struggle to survive, 
the incredible success of the country it brought forth is a story that needs to be told with 
emotion and focus on the realities of the task.

Ken Sproul hopes to give a talk that will give the feeling of why it happened, how it happened 
and some of the obstacles that had to be overcome. He will focus on the ‘little picture’ of the 
Revolutionary War, what it was like from the perspective of the ordinary citizen or soldier, 
as well as the ‘big picture’ and what a task the colonies had set for themselves. It was ‘against 
all odds’ that the revolution should succeed and the basic story of survival and creating an 
Army and government while fighting the most powerful foe needs to be told. Not dates and 
leaders, but plain facts, like the British prison ships and the ever-marching army with no 
shoes.

History is generally taught poorly, if at all, in today’s society, and is often subject to revi-
sionist views or political and social trends and biased interpretations. I am not above that 
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Zoom

photo credit: 
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program profiles  continued

as my bias is that the Revolution was a singular instance of a longterm success where the 
revolutionaries banded together in spite of very different political and economic structures,  
eventually triumphed, built a government, handed it over to the people and then relin-
quished power. Compare that to every other revolution and it is a triumph. Was and is it 
perfect? No. But what is?

We are now in a period of questioning everything, especially things created by ‘dead white 
men,’ but those who are questioning seem to offer the types of revolutionary changes that 
recall all the splendid promises of the future that so many other revolutions have failed to 
deliver.

Ken is a native San Franciscan, born and raised in the Marina district; attending Marina 
Junior High, Lick Wilmerding High, and Stanford University where he majored in English. 
He enlisted in the US Army, and spent most of his career in commercial real estate. He has 
traveled extensively, including an overland trip from Beijing to Istanbul, plus several weeks 
in western Tibet. In the past he has addressed Il Cenacolo about his boyhood experiences as 
chronicled in an article ‘Growing Up in San Francisco’ published in the Argonaut magazine 
of the San Francisco Historical Society.

A short essay by Ken Sproul as a preview to the talk: Key Dates of the American Revolution
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Thursday, July 16, 2020
“An Explorer and Archeologist Discusses the Anasazi Civilization in America”
Vince Lee

As both an architect and renowned archeologist who lives nearly dead 
center in Anasazi country (the “Four Corners”), Vince has long been 
fascinated by the people who preceded him there for the past 15,000 
years or so, some of whom actually left their extended family home 
on his ranch. They progressed from the Stone Age through the most 
advanced of North America’s pre-Columbian cultures, surviving ice 
ages, extended droughts and intertribal warfare until about 1300 CE, 
and then left.

Vince’s PowerPoint presentation will address the questions of whether 
the 11th century culture of the Anasazi was a high point or a low point, 
and where did their people go when it all came apart? 

Vince Lee has an AB and MFA in Architecture from Princeton 
University. In the military he served in the Marine Corps as an Officer for four years, 
Infantry in the far east for two years, and as a Marine Corps Mountain Warfare 
climbing instructor for two years. His professional life included 34 years as a residential 
architect in Jackson, Wy, as the owner of  Design Associates, Architects. Vince designed 
hundreds of projects in Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho and Montana. Environmental 
protection activities include four successive gubernatorial appointments to Wyoming 
Environmental Quality Council, as well as being a founding board member and  
five-year chairman of the Jackson Hole Land Trust. He was also an alpine mountaineering 
guide/instructor, first with Outward Bound and the National Outdoor Leadership School in 
Lander, Wyoming, then as the owner of  High Country West—Alpine Adventures in Jackson, 
Wyoming. So far he has organized and led 24 guided backcountry mountaineering expeditions, 
worldwide—and is still alive! Since 1982, Vince has conducted 26 Andean archaeological 
explorations, and is the author of three books and various papers on the subject. He has also 
conducted studies in Inca archaeology and ancient megalithic construction. His discoveries 
were featured in two separate NOVA TV programs. He is a member of  the Institute of Andean 
Studies in Berkeley, CA, and a fellow of the renowned Explorers Club in New york. 

Vince has been  married to Nancy for over 30 years and has three grown sons. Currently he is a 
hay farmer, lives on a 50-acre horse ranch in McElmo Canyon, CO, and is otherwise, if you can 
believe it, retired.  (http://vince-lee.com/)

Zoom

Lt. Vince Lee 
MWTC instructor
Mountain Warfare 

Training, 1963.
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Thursday, July 23, 2020
Unique Artistic Gems of Northern Italy: Veneto, Lombardy, Piedmont 
Susanna Lombardi

“Since we are not able to travel, I’ve put together a selection of what I consider to be artistic gems 
that many of you may be unfamiliar with, in essence a travelogue of artistic images. I have had 
the opportunity to visit all but one.”

the Veneto region
• Palladio, Teatro Olimpico, Vicenza 

• Canova, Gipsoteca and Temple 
• Palladio and Veronese, Villa Barbaro, Maser

the lombardy and 
piedmont regions
• Mantegna, Camera degli Sposi, Ducal Palace, Mantua 
• Leonardo, Bronze Horse, Milan 
• Castello della Manta, Saluzzo, Cuneo province

Major artists are featured from different periods in history. The Manta frescoes are gems 
of the late medieval era while Andrea Mantegna belongs to the early Renaissance. High 
Renaissance features Leonardo da Vinci (above right) and slightly later Andrea Palladio (above 
left), architect, and Paolo Veronese, painter. Antonio Canova was the leading sculptor of the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

Susanna Lombardi earned a graduate degree in the History of Art, University of California, Berkeley. 
She is an art historian and educator and has been lecturing in colleges and universities throughout the 
San Francisco Bay Area for the past 25 years. Since its inception in 1996, she has been on the faculty 
of Bay Area Classic Learning Road Scholar (formerly Elderhostel).  She was also Associate Director of 
the Graduate Humanities program at Dominican University of San Rafael and has received numerous 
awards and grants in appreciation of her teaching. She recently published a second book with Inkwater 
Press, The Enigma of Mary Magdalene:  A Pictorial Narrative.

youtube Videos of interest:
Basilica Palladiana e Teatro Olimpico, Renzo Manganotti (excellent photography) (8:00)
Gipsoteca and Temple:  Fondazione Mara, Treviso (1:48)
Camera degli Sposi, Niccolo Turrioni (in Italian, but excellent photography) (6:22)
DSC History: Leonardo’s Horse (3:45); Leonardo’s Horse: The History (2:04);  
 Leonardo’s Horse: The Sculpting Process (1:13)
Villa Barbaro:  A Veronese Decoration (Musee du Louvre, in English) (3:26)
Palladian Villas to Visit:  Villa Barbaro, Maser, Italia Slow Tour (4:49)
Castello della Manta, excellent FAI productions (visual only) (2:40)

Zoom
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Thursday, July 30, 2020
OPEN SESSION: How Has the Coronavirus Affected You?
Moderated by David T. Giannini

COVID-19 has turned the world upside down, and will doubtless have long-ranging effects.  
In this open session, we will check in with each other about how it has affected each of us so far, 
and reflect upon how we are considering the future in this altered environment. 

• Do you know anyone who has either come down with the virus or died from it?

• How has the shutting down of the economy affected you?

• Any ideas about how our lives will be changed in the future because of the pandemic?

• What are you, individually, looking forward to in your post-COVID lives?

Zoom
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prologue

July 2020 marks the tenth anniversary of the publication of these 
essays in our Bulletin. Susi Segal, our terrific publisher, asked me, 
when I became president of Il Cenacolo, if I would write an essay 
on an Italian or Italian-American person, place, or aspect of Italian 
culture. I agreed to give it a go, and the first essay appeared in the 
July 2010 Bulletin. (For nostalgia’s sake, Susi dug it up and it is 
reproduced at the end of this month’s essay). I wanted to give you 
a report of what has been published since then. There have been 
111 essays, seven of which have been written by guest authors. That 
latter point is a bit misleading: each April from 2013 through 2015, 
we published essays written by Adolph Capurro about Renzo Turco 
and Warren White about Albert Bender to replace the printed brochure that we had annually 
given to members and guests at the Turco Award event. In addition, we published Nickolas 
Marinelli’s essay in May 2011, The History of Il Cenacolo, that he wrote for Nella Nostra 
Colonia; in May 2015, Andy Canepa’s essay on “itala gente dalle molte vite” (Il Cenacolo’s 
motto); and in December 2015, a special tribute about Lido Cantarutti’s receiving The Order 
of Merit of the Italian Republic (Ordine al Merito della Repubblica Italiana). There was one 
repeat essay in July 2019—I re-published the essay on Lawrence Ferlinghetti in celebration 
of his centennial year.

The subject of this month’s essay is Paul Giamatti, an actor and the youngest son of the person 
I wrote about in my first brief essay, ten years ago—A. Bartlett Giamatti, President of Yale 
University, and later, the seventh Commissioner of Major League Baseball. All things—even 
these essays—have a way of returning to roots. I look forward to offering another decade of 
essays for Il Cenacolo.

                                     paul giamatti    
                                           (b. 1967)

Paul Giamatti, in full, Paul Edward Valentine Giamatti, is an 
American actor and producer, who has excelled at portraying 
likable, idiosyncratic, everyman characters. He was born 
on June 6, 1967 in New Haven, Connecticut, the youngest 
of three children. His siblings are Marcus, an actor (born 
in 1961) and Elena Giamatti Rossman, a jewelry designer 
(born in 1964). His father, Angelo Bartlett Giamatti, was a 
yale university professor of English Renaissance literature, 
who later became president of yale university (1978-86), 
and then Seventh Commissioner of Major League Baseball 
(1988-89). His mother, Toni Marilyn Smith-Giamatti, was 
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a homemaker and English teacher who taught at Hopkins School and had also previously 
acted. His paternal great-grandfather’s family was Italian, having emigrated from Telese 
Terme, a town in the Campania region of southern Italy. Originally, the family surname was 
spelled “Giammattei.”    

Not much is known about Paul Giamatti’s childhood and early years. He is a very private 
person and does not use social media; he has only done a very few personal interviews. He 
was raised in New Haven, Connecticut. He first attended The Foote School in New Haven, 
and then the elite boarding school Choate Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, a suburb of New 
Haven, from which he graduated in 1985. He then went on to yale university, where he was 
active in the undergraduate theater scene and worked alongside actors Ron Livingston and 
Edward Norton, who were also yale students. In his junior year at yale, he was “tapped” to 
enter yale’s elite and clandestine Skull and Bones secret society. He graduated from yale in 
1989 with a B.A. in English. 

[N.B. Giamatti’s acting work in stage plays, films, and television miniseries is so prolific that 
to list everything here is beyond the scope of this essay. I wish to focus on his early work where 
he developed his craft, then on the acting nominations and awards he won for his critically-
acclaimed performances, and finally some of the varieties of work he has done in the last 
decade. In so doing, much of his other work will have to be bypassed.]

After graduation from yale, Giamatti moved to Seattle, 
where he attempted to begin a career as an animator 
and also appeared in several small film roles. While 
living in Seattle, he performed in numerous theatrical 
productions, including productions on Broadway in 
New york City, and he also had a stint from 1989 to 
1992 with Seattle’s Annex Theater. In addition, he 
had some small television and film roles in the early 
1990s. In 1991, he had his first prominent film role as 
Larry Canipe in Past Midnight, a Neo-noir thriller 
film directed by Jan Eliasberg and written by Quentin 
Tarantino. He soon afterwards returned to yale, where 

he studied at the yale School of Drama with the renowned acting teacher, Earle R. Gister, 
who was renowned for his specialty and passion for the plays of Anton Chekhov. In 1994 
Giamatti earned his M.A. degree in Fine Arts from yale.

Following his graduate work at yale, he appeared in lead roles for Broadway productions 
of Chekhov’s The Three Sisters and Eugene O’Neill’s The Iceman Cometh. He also had a 
very minor, unnamed part (“Man in a Sleeping bag”) in the television series NYPD Blue in 
December, 1994, and he appeared in the Woody Allen comedy Mighty Aphrodite (1995).

His next film, Private Parts (1997), (above) caused people to take notice of his acting talents 
and his film career began to grow. The comedy focused on the creation of The Howard Stern 
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Show, which was a popular adult-rated radio and television show at the time. Giamatti played 
Kenny (aka Pig Vomit) Rushton, an acrimonious program director tasked with containing 
the outrageous Stern, who had a cameo role in the movie.

In his next few films, he played small yet funny parts, like the bellboy in My Best Friend’s 
Wedding (1997) and the inept mob henchman in Safe Men (1998). In 1998, Giamatti also 
appeared in a number of supporting roles in big-budget films, The Truman Show, Saving 
Private Ryan, and The Negotiator. In 1999, in Man on the Moon, Miloš Forman’s Andy 
Kaufman biopic, starring Jim Carey as Kaufman, Giamatti played Kaufman’s close friend, 
Bob Zmuda.

He then got starring roles in the HBO movies Winchell (1998), opposite fellow character 
actor Stanley Tucci, and If These Walls Could Talk 2 (2000). He continued working steadily 
during the early 2000s by appearing in subordinate roles in major studio releases, including 
Big Momma’s House (2000), Planet of the Apes (2001), and Big Fat Liar (2002).

In 2003, Giamatti began to earn critical acclaim for his lead role in the film American Splendor, 
a biographical comedy-drama film about Harvey Pekar, the author of the American Splendor 
comic book series. The film was a hybrid-production featuring live actors, documentary, 
and animation; it was, in part, an adaptation of the comics, which dramatized Pekar’s life. 
Giamatti starred as Pekar and Hope Davis as Joyce Brabner. It also featured appearances 
from Pekar and Brabner themselves (along with Pekar’s long-time co-worker Toby Radloff), 
who discussed their lives, the comic books, and how it felt to be depicted onscreen by actors. 
It was filmed entirely on location in Cleveland and Lakewood in Ohio. The critics praised 

Giamatti’s performance, and the plaudits opened 
up his acceptance as an important actor.

His success in American Splendor led to another 
leading role the following year. In 2004, Giamatti 
gained mainstream popular fame and critical 
recognition with the independent romantic comedy 
Sideways (left). He played Miles, a struggling writer 
and wine enthusiast, who took his engaged friend, 
Jack (Thomas Haden Church), on a trip to wine 
country for a last single-guy bonding experience. 
Throughout the film, Miles spoke fondly of Pinot 

Noir while denigrating Merlot. (This slap at Merlot had such an effect on audiences that, 
according to a 2009 study by Sonoma State university, Sideways slowed the growth in Merlot 
sales volume and caused its price to fall, while there was a rise in the sales volume and the 
price of Pinot Noir and also in overall wine consumption!)  While Miles wanted to relax and 
enjoy the wine, Jack was in search of a fling before his wedding. Soon Jack was sleeping with 
Stephanie (Sandra Oh), while her friend Maya (Virginia Madsen) connected with Miles. 
When Miles let slip that Jack was getting married, both women were furious, sending the trip 
into disarray. Sideways garnered Giamatti a Golden Globe nomination and an Independent 
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Spirit Award. He was also named Best Actor in a Leading Role by several significant film 
critics groups (New york, Chicago, Toronto, San Francisco, and Online Film Critics). 

Following the commercial and critical success of American Splendor and Sideways, Giamatti 
appeared in Cinderella Man (2005), a biographical sports drama film directed by Ron 
Howard, titled after the nickname of world heavyweight boxing champion James J. Braddock 
and inspired by his life story. The film starred Russell Crowe, with Renée Zellweger and 
Giamatti as co-stars. The film received three Academy Award nominations, including one 
for Giamatti for Best Supporting Actor. He was also nominated for a Golden Globe and won 
the Screen Actors Guild Award for Best Supporting Actor - Motion Picture for Cinderella 
Man.

Giamatti had his first major role in an action movie in Shoot ‘Em Up (2007), a gruesome 
film and subject matter, starring Clive Owen, Monica Bellucci, Stephen McHattie, and 
Giammati. After saving a newborn infant from assassins, carrot-crunching gunman Mr. 
Smith (Clive Owen) teamed up with a prostitute named DQ (Monica Bellucci) to protect the 
baby from further attacks. Giamatti played Hertz, a hit man who was hot on their trail to 
kill them and to get the baby. In the process of trying to get away and stay alive, Smith and 
DQ uncovered a dying senator’s plot to harvest bone marrow from babies just like the one 
in their arms. Giamatti showed his versatility as an actor in this aptly titled, preposterous, 
and over-the-top action film.  

At the same time, he had a role in the Nanny Diaries (2007) and a starring role in Fred Claus 
(2007), a comedy adventure film. Of the two Claus brothers, Fred (Vince Vaughn) was the 

troublemaker and polar opposite of his saintly sibling, 
Nicholas (Paul Giamatti). When Fred’s criminal ways 
finally landed him in big trouble, Nicholas bailed him 
out and brought him to the North Pole to work off the 
debt by making toys. The headaches mounted for St. 
Nick, who not only had to deal with his troublemaking 
brother, but also with an efficiency expert that had  
come to evaluate Santa’s operation.

In 2008, Giamatti received an Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Lead Actor in a Miniseries or a Movie 
for his title performance in the 2008 HBO miniseries 
John Adams (left). He also earned his first Golden 
Globe Award for Best Actor - Miniseries or Television 
Film, and also a Screen Actors Guild award. The 
miniseries was based on the popular biography of 
Adams by David McCullough. Giamatti played John 
Adams, and his performance was given positive 
reviews by critics.
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Giamatti received his second Golden Globe win 
for Best Actor in a Motion Picture - Musical or 
Comedy for his role in the 2010 film, Barney’s 
Version (left). Giamatti received popular and 
critical praise for his portrayal of Barney 
Panofsky, who, toward the end of his life, looked 
back on his triumphs and tragedies, beginning 
with an ill-fated relationship with Clara 
(Rachelle Lefevre), whom he married when she 

becomes pregnant. When that fell apart, he moved back home to Montreal and married twice 
more, finally finding contentment with Miriam (Rosamund Pike), his third wife. Through it 
all, Barney was sustained by his work in television, raising children, and by the advice of his 
father, played by Dustin Hoffman.

the decade 2010- 2020

Over the past decade, Giamatti has had many varied projects. In 2012, he became the 
voiceover actor for Liberty Mutual insurance commercials, and he was the narrator for the 
PBS Nature episode An Original DUCKumentary. He co-produced (through his production 
company Touchy Feely Films) and starred in John Dies at the End (2012) a dark, fantasy, 
science fiction, comedy/horror film that is based on the book of the same name. He also had 
roles in the films Rock of Age (2012) and Cosmopolis (2012).

In 2013, Giamatti returned to his alma mater, yale university, to perform the title role in 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, for which he won rave reviews in a sold-out, modern dress stage 
production of the play at the yale Repertory Theatre in New Haven. He also had supporting 
roles in several films, including the animated Turbo, in which Giamatti was the voice of 
Chet, Turbo’s brother. That year he also appeared in The Congress, as well as Parkland, 
Saving Mr. Banks, and the critically acclaimed 12 Years a Slave. As if this weren’t enough, 
he was nominated for a Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama 
Series for his portrayal of New yorker, Harold Levinson, the brother of Cora, the Countess 
of Grantham (Elizabeth McGovern), in the 2013 Christmas special of the period PBS drama 
Downton Abbey. 

In 2014, Giamatti played the villain  “The Rhino”  in The Amazing Spider-Man 2. Also in 
2014, he portrayed psychologist Eugene Landy in the Brian Wilson biopic Love & Mercy. He 
portrayed manager Jerry Heller in the biographical drama Straight Outta Compton, released 
in August 2015. In 2016, Giamatti began appearing in commercials for Prism TV, the IPTV 
service owned by CenturyLink; the spots were the first-ever on-camera TV commercial 
appearances for Giamatti.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QULzGYRThH8


Currently, Giamatti plays a lead role in the Showtime series 
Billions, portraying the u.S. Attorney for the Southern District 
of New york who attempts to prosecute a hedge fund manager 
whose aggressive tactics to secure high investment returns 
frequently cross over legal lines (right).

personal life

As mentioned above, Giamatti is a very private person and does 
not open up his personal life to scrutiny. He was married to 
Elizabeth Cohen, a film producer and director on October 13, 
1997. Some biographers state that sometime in the early 2000s, 
they were divorced but it is difficult to discover the date. Other biographers still list them 
as being married; however, Giamatti has appeared at public events with other women. The 
couple has one son, Samuel Paul Giamatti, who was born on October 5, 2001. He is an actor 
and film producer.

Adapted by James J. Boitano, PhD from: 24Celebs.com; Encyclopedia Britannica Website; Fandango Website; 
FilmBeat Website; Wikipedia.

la cultura italiana                                                   continued
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la cultura italiana                                                   continued

a. bartlett “bart” giamatti 
(1938–1989)

First published in the July 2010 Il Cenacolo Bulletin

Angelo Bartlett “Bart” Giamatti, April 4, 1938–September 1, 1989 was the President of yale 
university, and later, the seventh Commissioner of Major League Baseball. He attended yale 
university and graduated magna cum laude in 1960, and stayed in New Haven to receive his 
doctorate in 1964 and become a professor of Comparative Literature at yale. Giamatti’s 
scholarly work focused on English Renaissance literature, particularly Edmund Spenser, and 
relationships between English and Italian Renaissance poets. He served as President of yale 
university from 1978 to 1986. He was the youngest president of the university in its history, and 
presided over the university during a bitter strike by its clerical and technical workers in 1984-85. 

Giamatti had a lifelong interest in baseball (he was a die-hard Boston Red Sox fan). In 1978, 
when he was first rumored to be a candidate for the presidency of Yale, he had deflected 
questions by observing that, “The only thing I ever wanted to be President of was the American 
League.”  He became President of the National League in 1986, and Commissioner of Baseball 
in 1989. During his stint as the National League president, Giamatti placed an emphasis on the 
need to improve the environment for the fans in the ballparks. He also decided to make umpires 
strictly enforce the balk rule, and supported “social justice” as the only remedy for the lack of 
presence of minority managers, coaches, or executives at any level in Major League Baseball. 
His tough dealing with yale’s union favorably impressed Major League Baseball owners, and 
he was unanimously elected to succeed Peter ueberroth as commissioner on September 8, 
1988. Giamatti was commissioner on August 24, 1989 when Pete Rose voluntarily agreed to 
permanent ineligibility from baseball. As reflected in the agreement with Pete Rose, Giamatti 
was determined to maintain the integrity of the game during his brief commissionership. 

While at his vacation home on Martha’s Vineyard, Giamatti, a heavy smoker for many 
years, died suddenly of a massive heart attack at the age of 51, just eight days after 
banishing Rose and 154 days into his tenure as commissioner. He became the second 
baseball commissioner to die in office, the first being Kenesaw Mountain Landis who was 
commissioner from 1920 to 1944.                                                      (Adapted from Wikipedia)
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As you know, the Club closed on March 16, pursuant to San Francisco Mandate. COVID-19 has 
impacted all of us in so many unexpected and abrupt ways. At the SFIAC that has been particu-
larly true for our employees - our chefs, bartenders, waitresses and dishwashers - who, prior to 
COVID-19, came to work weekly, giving everything they had to keep our Club thriving and ensuring 
our members and guests had a top notch experience at every event. With the temporary shutdown 
of the SFIAC, we are unable to host any events, which means our employees have no work for the 
foreseeable future.  

This is where you can make a difference. Please consider sponsoring our employees as a tax-de-
ductible donation. We will pool the funds together and distribute as a stipend to help our employees 
during this hardship. We will update this site with your names as our generous donors  
(unless you choose to be anonymous). 

We have an amazing team at SFIAC and we are hopeful that when this is all over, we will be back up 
and running, serving you as eagerly and graciously as we did before. We understand that many can-
not support financially during this time; so, please keep us in your thoughts and prayers. Know that 
we are exploring all available options from local, state, and federal sources at this time. 

Thank you for your support. Please stay safe.

Bill Isetta, President, SFIAC Foundation and Directors Nicolas Figone, Tom Piro, Roberto Lombardi & 
Randy BessoloGuido Perego, President, SFIAC and 1st VP Manuele LaTorre & 2nd VP Chuck CanepaAl 
Casciato, President, IABA & Scott Bambacigno, Director, NBEC

SFIAC Foundation
Giving Campaign

Sponsor our SFIAC Employees

Cenacolisti,
Thanks to all who have contributed to this fund through Il Cenacolo. We are 
pleased to be able to present to SFIAC over $3000 so far. If you still would like to 
add to the Club’s group support, please make checks payable to SFIAC, and send 
them to David Cobb, 80 Beach Road, Belvedere, CA 94920. He will then forward 
them all with a cover letter from Il Cenacolo.

—David T. Giannini and David Cobb



La Cucina Cenacolista

Cioppino is a tomato-based seafood stew that was invented by the San Francisco 
Italian fishermen of North Beach in the late 1800s using whatever seafood was left 
over from the day’s catch. Often it was crab, shrimp, clams and fish, which were then 
combined with onions, garlic and tomatoes—and then everything was cooked with 
herbs in olive oil and wine. Originally it was made on the boats while out at sea, and 
also in homes, but as Italian restaurants started sprouting up around the wharf,  
cioppino became a very popular dish at local restaurants. Here is one example!

Cioppino

3 lbs bass filet
4 cracked and cleaned crabs
3 lbs shrimp 
36 clams
2 cups chopped green onions
2 cups chopped parsley
6 cloves garlic minced

Printable version  
available on our website.

Sauté onions and parsley in olive oil
Add tomatoes, paste, red wine, spices and bass
Cook slowly for 1 hour or longer
Add crab and cook 20 minutes
Add shrimp and cook 10 minutes
Add clams until open (10 minutes)

2 lemons thinly sliced
1 cup  olive oil
2 lbs & 3 oz (35g) Italian tomatoes
2 6-oz cans Italian tomato paste
3 cups red wine
2 T each salt, basil, oregano, rosemary

Spoon into a serving bowl lined with tube pasta such as penne.
Enjoy with San Francisco sourdough bread, of course!
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